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UN Agencies (2018): We are losing the fight against hunger and malnutrition, 

because of climate change 

Number of undernourished people  

2005-2017 (millions) 

World:  

on the rise 

Asia:  

standstill 

Africa:  

on the rise 

Latin America:  

standstill 

UN agencies 

• Help farmers to adapt to climate change 

• Improve access to new crop varieties 
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The Sustainable Development Goals cannot be achieved  

without changing the food system 



Scientific reports (2019):  

“Without change, the global food system will destabilize the planet” 

Food system transformation 
 
Remain food production within planetary boundaries 
• Climate 
• Land 
• Water 
• Nutrients  
• Biodiversity 

 
Shift to healthier and sustainable diets 
• Accessibility 
• Agrobiodivers 
• Nutritional value 
• Plant-based proteins 
• Better shelf life 

 
 



Access to Seeds Index 2019: evaluated performance of 62 seed 

companies, including 45 companies from regions themselves 

Source: Access to Seeds Index 2019 – Synthesis Report 
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The Index assesses company activities  

in seven areas, developed with 25 experts from all regions 



Only top 10 is shown. For full rankings: https://www.accesstoseeds.org/the-index/ 

South and Southeast Asia:  

• 5 Global companies in top 10;  

• 5 from region (three from India) 

Eastern & Southern Africa:  

• 2 regional companies lead,  

• 7 from region in top 10 

Western & Central Africa:  

• Nigerian comp. leads ranking;  

• 5 from the region in top 10 

Rankings demonstrate the key role of regional 

companies for improving access to seeds 

(BFA-Private) 
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South and Southeast Asia: 

Highly competitive, research-driven and regionally active 

Source: Key findings, Access to Seeds Index for South and Southeast Asia 2019 



South and Southeast Asia: 

Companies work on a broad portfolio. Legumes are largely 

overlooked. Hybrids are dominant 

Source: Key findings, Access to Seeds Index for South and Southeast Asia 2019 



South and Southeast Asia: 

Companies reach only 20% of smallholders;  

most companies focus adoption strategies on just a few 

countries 

Source: Key findings, Access to Seeds Index for South and Southeast Asia 2019 
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Eastern and Southern Africa:  

Leading seed companies are present throughout the region,  

South Africa and Kenya emerge as seed hubs 

Source: Key Findings, Access to Seeds Index for Eastern and Southern Africa 2019 



Eastern and Southern Africa:  

Companies have a broad sales portfolio  

but focus breeding primarily on maize 

Source: Key Findings, Access to Seeds Index for Eastern and Southern Africa 2019 
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Western and Central Africa:  

Diversity of seed industry players  

has potential to release new varieties across all countries… 

Origin of homegrown 

seed companies 

Presence global seed 

companies 

Source: www.accesstoseeds.org/publications 

Presence seed-

producing cooperatives 
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Western and Central Africa:  

Companies work on a broad portfolio;  

OPVs are dominant, hybridization coming up 

Source: Access to Seeds Index for Western and Central Africa 2019 



Only eight African companies and three global companies are 

involved in breeding, resulting in outdated portfolio 

Source: Access to Seeds Index for Western and Central Africa 2019 

From African continent From outside the continent 

Almost 50% of portfolio 

of regional companies 

older than 5 years 

Companies breeding in Western and Central 

Africa 
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• Getting good seed in the hands of farmers is a global priority 
for climate action SDGs, and food system transformation 
 

• Asian seed industry has regional challenges, and a lot of 
potential for the African continent 
 

• Network of professional seed partners is available to reach 
African farmers across all sub-Saharan countries 

 

 

Scaling up innovation, speeding up regulation 

www.accesstoseeds.org  

http://www.accesstoseeds.org/


Access to Seeds Index: unique resource in the public domain 

on seed industry performance in the global south 

Individual scorecards of 62 companies Performance seed industry in three key 
regions 

Presence and portfolio of companies 
across 65 countries 

https://www.accesstoseeds.org 
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